GeoConnections Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure Workshop

GeoTec 2003

Vancouver, Sunday, March 16, 2003

The GeoConnections’ Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure (CGDI) free one-day workshop was held in conjunction with GeoTec 2003 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, on Sunday March 16, 2003. About 30 participants attended the workshop sessions. The morning session - Introduction to the CGDI - was targeted to non-technical audience from a variety of organizations, private and public who were willing to learn the aspects of the GeoConnections’ CGDI. The afternoon sessions – Services of the CGDI, and the GeoConnections Discovery Portal - were targeted to a technical audience from both the public and private sectors that were interested in CGDI-enabling their organizations or in providing such services to other organization. Both workshop’s sessions provided and opportunity to stakeholders to learn and grasp the building components of a standards-based and sustainable CGDI.
Morning session: An Introduction to the Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure 

Cameron Wilson, A/Head of the Content and Connectivity Section, Canada Centre for Remote Sensing, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada; Sylvain Latour, A/Director, Aeronautical and Technical Services, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada; and Jennifer Sokol, Environmental Scientist, GeoConnections Secretariat, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada.

This workshop’s session introduced the CGDI, its architecture and profiled one of the applications built on it. The agenda included background on why the CGDI was formed; what it provides; who is participating; and how it is structured. The agenda also included the CGDI architecture and the standards based components that it forms. The Critical Infrastructure Protection Initiative was presented as one application demonstrating how the CGDI is providing secure access to distributed geospatial information and services on the Internet. This session concluded with a summary of important issues and future plans, and an invitation to get involved. Finally, this session provided a foundation for the more technical "CGDI Services" being held in the afternoon. 

Afternoon session: Services of the Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure

Tom Kralidis, Systems Scientist, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada; and Brian McLeod, A/Head Infrastructure Integration Section, Canada Centre for Remote Sensing, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada.

This session was intended for a technical audience in both the public and private sectors who are interested in discovering the advantages of participating in the CGDI. This session provided an overview of the architecture and enabling Web services that form the foundation of the CGDI. The CGDI-endorsed standards for data discovery, visualization, access and interchange, were reviewed, and the many freely accessible services currently available (e.g. national and regional topographic mapping services and a national gazetteer) were demonstrated. This session also included a set of short presentations/demonstrations on the CGDI-compliant services and tools developed by the Province of British Columbia (BC) stakeholders.

· Introduction - Michael Ross, BC Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management

· BC OGC Web Map Services - Michael Ross

· An OGC-compliant Internet Mapping Framework - Doug Cates, MoxiMedia

http://moximedia.com/ows/imf.jsp?site=geotec
http://moximedia.com/ows/imf.jsp?site=gisi
· JUMP@Delineation - Mike Neal, Enkon

· Developing GML Standards for BC - Dave Skea, BC Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management

· Putting Provincial Imagery Online - Rostam Yazdani, BC Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management

Afternoon session: The GeoConnections Discovery Portal
Mike Adair, Systems Scientist, Natural Resources Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada; and Michael Robson, Systems Engineer, MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates, Ottawa, ON, Canada
This session was delivered by the engineers who built the Discovery Portal and they explained the architecture of the Discovery Portal, its building blocks including the standards, support tools, components and interface specifications, how to connect other databases to the portal and how to use the web services offered by the portal. Free tools and documentation were available to help individuals with this task and they were also fully described. 
Presentations are available at the GeoConnections’ CGDI Development Network web site (under Events/Workshops):

http://www.geoconnections.org/CGDI_DevNet/index_e.cfm
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